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which go in this packet. We are also to beg you will pay the utmost attention
to the quality of the ordnance and small arms sent to this Presidency, since
almost all those lately received were so badly tempered as not to bear a single
proof. Several of the cannon, even the brass guns, and all the mortars burst
at the first discharge ; and we may affirm that the barrels and locks of the small
arms are of the basest composition and workmanship. When you reflect that
on your attention to this circumstance depends the security of the great reve-
nues you now enjoy, we hope we will stand excused for repeating our desire
that a matter of such serious consequence may not be overlooked.
22.    The accompanying general return will demonstrate the reduced condi-
tion of the European infantry.   The supply of recruits this and the last season,
fall greatly short of expectation on account of the mortality on board the
Lord Anson, the tedious passages made by the other transports and the non-
arrival of the Hector and you are equally sensible with us of the great danger
of resting our whole dependance on seapoys and the necessity of keeping those
troops in awe by a respectable body of Europeans.   Permit us therefore to
entreat of you, that the establishment may be compleated agreeably to the
plan settled before Lord Olive's departure from England.
23.    It would be unnecessary to enter upon the particulars of your exports
last season, since you will find every thing fully explained in the different
accounts transmitted from the import ware house, and also the reparation
for deficiencies made by the commanders.
24.    Our last dispatch advised you of the amicable manner in which we
adjusted the several articles of restitution with Mr. Law, Commissary General
in India, for his most Christian Majesty.   This gentleman hath since made
application to the Board for four small districts contiguous to Patna, which
formerly belonged to the French Company, and as these are certainly included
in the meaning of the treaty and the claim properly attested, we relinquished
them without scruple, being desirous of removing every cause of altercation
and dispute with the European settlements in Bengal.
25.    It must, however, be observed that our endeavours sometimes fail of
producing the desired effect.   The investments provided by the different nations
ever have been and ever will remain the subject of mutual complaints and
recrimination.   The French and Dutch having both lodged repeated complaints
that obstruction was given to their people by your servants residing at the
curungs to superintend the cloths, we wrote to those gentlemen upon the subject,
and may now venture to declare, not only upon then: positive affirmation, but
on the testimony of the gomastahs themselves, that almost all the complaints
are frivolous and ill-founded.   No interruption has ever been given nor vio-
lence used with the weavers, further than obliging them to comply with con-
tracts made, before a single rupee had been advanced by either of those nations.
In fact it appears the Dutch used their utmost influence to seduce the weavers,
by extraordinary prices to transfer to them the very goods bespoke and paid
for by our agents.
26.    We must likewise remark that the Dutch in particular seem to regard
with a jealous eye our flourishing situation in Bengal, and listen with too much
attention to every trifling matter of dispute betwixt their agents and ours;
ascribing to our exertion of authority, a variety of circumstances arising from